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by the council of Nicaea in AD 325 and again at Constantinople in AD 381 <but though driven from the empire it
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159 Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the Sixth Century A.D. «with an Account of the

Principal Sects and Heresies. Author: Wace «Henry (1836-1924)

“One unchristian corollary of Augustine's doctrine was the persecution of heretics as a duty of the Christian state. In
his earlier days Augustine disapproved of this (contr. Ep. Man. 1-3; Ep. 237 «; 93 5 <2 «etc.); but the stress of the
Donatist controversy changed his mind; in the interest of the doubtful <the weak <the generations to come <he found
a sanction for persecution in St. Luke xiv. 23: Cogite intrare.”
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661.

“Augustine himself consented to an appeal to force «referring to Luke xiv. 23. A synod of Carthage (405) petitioned
the Emperor Honorius to issue penal laws against the Donatists. The petition was granted: laymen should be

fined <clergymen banished <and the churches. closed. But Honorius could not afford to make any more enemies
than those he already had «and in 409 he issued an edict of toleration; but this. edict raised such a storm in the

Catholic Church «that it had to be immediately repealed. A disputation was then arranged in Carthage (411) «
Collatio cum Donatistis. Two hundred and eightysix Catholic and two hundred and seventy-nine Donatist bishops

were present: Augustine and Aurelius were the speakers of the former; Primianus and Patilianus <those of the
latter. For three days the debate lasted <but no result was. arrived at. Finally the imperial commissioner declared
the Donatists vanquished <and very severe measures were decided upon against them. In 414 they lost all civil
rights; in 415 they were forbidden to assemble for worshipping <under penalty of death. Nevertheless <they had

not become extinct «when «in the seventh century <the Saracens occupied the country <and destroyed the African
Church.”
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siderable.! 8. And thereupon he ordered them to evacuate the
citadel. And they took a small quantity of gold and set out. And
1t was in this way that the citadel of Babylon in Egypt was taken
on the second day after the (festival of the) Resurrection. 4. Thus
God punished them because they had not honoured the redemptive
passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave His life
for those who believe in Him. Yea, it was for this reason that God
made them turn their back upon them (i. e. the Moslem), 5. Now
on that day of the festival of the holy Resurrection they released
the orthodox that were in prison; but, enemies of Christ as they
were, they did not let them go without first ill-using them; but
they scourged them and cut off their hands. 6. And on that day
these (unhappy ones) wept and their tears poured down their faces
and they were spurned, even as it iz written regarding those
unclean persons: ‘They have defiled the Church by an unclean
faith, and they have wrought apostasies and deeds of violence like
the sect of the Arians, such as neither pagan nor barbarian has
wronght, and they have despised Christ and His servants, and we
have not found any that do the like amongst the worshippers of
false idols. 7. But God has been patient with the apostates and
heretics who have undergone baptism a sacond time in submission
to despotic emperors. Yet it is the same God who recompenses
every man according to his deeds and does justice to him that has
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Now it contains divine mysteries and heavenly marvels which have
befallen apostates from the faith. 2, At one time the earth quaked
on account of the denial (of the faith), and the great city of Nicaea
was destroyed. At another it rained fire from heaven: at another
the sun was darkened from the hour of dawn till evening. 8. Ona
certain occasion the rivers rose and overwhelmed many cities ; while
on another houses were overthrown and many men perished and went
down to the depths of the earth, 4. And all these things fell out
because they divided Christ into two natures, whilst some of them
made Him (merely) a created being. 5. Also the Roman emperors
lost the imperial crown, and the Ishmaelites and Chuzaeans won the
mastery over them, because they did not walk in the orthodox faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but divided the indivisible.

6. The transcription of this book began on the twenty-eighth day
of Ham1é, and was finished on Monday on the twenty-second day of
Teqmet,! at the sixth hour of the day, when the sun was in the
sign of Scorpion, and the moon in the sign of Aquarius. 7. And
the course of the sun was then in (its) 195th degree, and its zenith
was at eighty-seven degrees thirty minutes, And the day was
eleven hours. and the nicht thirteen. And the dav increased and
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WASHINGTON DC

RELIGION DEPARTMENT

22 April 1992

FROM:  Paul B. Duff
Assistant Professor of Religion
(Hebrew Scriptures, New Testament)

John 3:16 and John 1:18 each have the word monogenés in Greek. This word
ordinarily means "of a single kind". As a result, "unique” is a good translation. The
reason you someatimes find a translation that renders the word as "only begotten" has
to do with an ancient heresy within the church. In response to the Arian claim that
Jesus was made but not begotten, Jerome (4th century) translated the Greek term
monogenés into Latin as unigenitus ("only begotten"),

110



pabind (phailad age A duilagll Algall A dpuiyl) Gaall Al

Cities and Towns

1. Corduba

2. Caesar-Augusta

3. Pons Aclius

4. Eboracum

5. Londinium /
6

7

8

. Gesoriacum
. Lutetia
. Augusta Treverorum
9. Lugdunum /
10. Moguntiacum /
1. Arelate (
12. Massalia
13. Augusta Taurinorum
14, Mediolanum
15. Ravenna
16. Aquileia
17. Carnuntum
18. Aquincum
19. Sirmium
20. Salonae
21. Naissus
22. Thessalonica
30 23. Novae
24. Durostorum
32| 25. Serdica
26. Hadrianopolis
27. Byzantium
28. Nicomedia
29. Nicaea
30. Ancyra
)} @A i ‘ 31. Tarsus
........ ¢ Jh ke ) . Nisibis
S & ¢ Doy, g . Antioch
;\ - ~ R g > . Berytus
lrQ = £ . Cagsaria
’ A RS . Aclia Capitolina

The Roman EmpI'e.
at the time of Constantine the Greal TR

SN

111



pabinl) (phailaid age B paar dpndl) el Al

‘9&0
/TERRANEAN

Elephantine
Island

112



psbial) (phaibidd age A Ghual) Ll dawdll Gaal) ddayja

Byzantium =
> a BITHYNIA el
= % *Nicomedia r

. *Nicaea " o ARMENL
X Ancyra 2

IR ASIA GALATIA i

AN o T
R CAPPADOCIA
P ne  LYCIA
—
= CILICIA o 1255V

Antioch

e Berytus

113



palial (phaibud age 8 lallly olisd)

Carnuntum

=l

Sirmium : :
C T e I
Singidunum_ /

o*®

Salonae LT o nomAN ®
DALMATIA Naissus

MOESIA

Ser d.ica Hadm.mopohs

MACEDONIA THRACIA
: Thessalgmic YT

Greece and the Balkans
at the time of Constantine the Great

114



Letter of Arius to Eusebius of Nicomedia

Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 1
Reference 5
AW IlI“ no. 15
numbers
CPG 2025
Incipit: ToU notpOg pov Appoviov
Date: c. 318
Theodoret <Church History 1.5 (TLG) Also found in:
Source:
Epiphanius «Refutation of All Heresies 69.6
To compare this document with other lists of
sympathizers with Arius <¢see the Arian map. In
Notes
paragraph 3 <Arius claims that nearly "all those of the
East" agree that the Father pre-exists the Son!

(1.) To that most beloved man of God «the faithful and orthodox Eusebius «from
Arius cunjustly persecuted by father Alexander because of the all-conquering truth
which you <Eusebius <also are defending!

(2.) Since my father Ammonius is going to Nicomedia «it seemed reasonable and
proper to greet you through him <remembering at the same time the innate love and

affection which you have for the brothers on account of God and his Christ <because
the bishop [Alexander] is severely ravaging and persecuting us and moving against

us with every evil. Thus he drives us out of every city like godless men <since we
will not agree with his public statements: that there was “always a God <always a
Son;” “as soon as the Father «so soon the Son [existed];” “with the Father co-exists
the Son unbegotten <ever-begotten <begotten without begetting;” “God neither

precedes the Son in aspect or in a moment of time;” “always a God «always a Son «
the Son being from God himself.”
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(3.) Since Eusebius <your brother in Caesarea «and Theodotus «and Paulinus <and
Athanasius «and Gregory <«and Aetius and all those in the East say that God pre-
exists the Son without a beginning <they have been condemned <except for
Philogonius and Hellenicus and Macarius <unlearned heretics some of whom say

that the Son was “spewed out” <Others that he was an “emanation” «still others that
he was “jointly unbegotten.” (4.) We are not able to listen to these kinds of
Impieties «even if the heretics threaten us with ten thousand deaths. But what do we
say and think and what have we previously taught and do we presently teach? -- that
the Son is not unbegotten «nor a part of an unbegotten entity in any way <nor from

anything in existence <but that he is subsisting in will and intention before time and
before the ages «full <of grace and truth«> God «the only-begotten <unchangeable.

(5.) Before he was begotten <or created or defined <or established <he did not

exist. For he was not unbegotten. But we are persecuted because we have said the
Son has a beginning but God has no beginning. We are persecuted because of that
and for saying he came from non-being. But we said this since he is not a portion of
God nor of anything in existence. That is why we are persecuted; you know the rest.

| pray that you fare well in the Lord remembering our tribulations «fellow-
Lucianist «truly-called Eusebius [i.e. the pious one].

Translation by GLT

Other translations in New Eusebius «no. 283; NPNF? vol. 3 . 41; { 2.6-8 in
Hanson . 139; 1 4-5 in Hanson . 6
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Fragment of a letter of Eusebius of Nicomedia to Arius

Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 2 (=AW 1lI® no. 16; CPG
numbers 2046)

Incipit Kari®dc ppov®dv eUyov mavtag

Date c. 318

Ancient source | Athanasius «On the Synods 17 (TLG)

And Eusebius of Nicomedia in addition wrote thus to Arius:

Since you think properly <pray that everyone will think that way. For it is clear to

all that the thing which is made did not exist before it came into being; but rather
what came into being has a beginning to its existence.

Translation by GLT

p. 459 . 31; NPNF? wvol. 4 <Other translations in Hanson
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Emperor Constantine to Alexander of Alexandria and Arius

Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 17 (=AW Il

Reference numbers
no. 19; CPG 2020)

Incipit AutAfjv pot yeyevijoBat

Date October 324

Ancient source used Eusebius <Life of Constantine 2.64-72 (TLG)
Other  ancient  source|socrates «Church History 1.7;

aragraphs 6-15
(paragrap ) Gelasius «Church History 2.4

The Victor Constantine the Great Augustus «to Alexander and Arius.

(1.) 1 call God to witness «as is fitting «who is the helper of my endeavors and the

preserver of all men «that | had a twofold reason for undertaking this duty which |

have now performed. My design then was first to bring the various beliefs formed
by all nations about God to a condition of settled uniformity. Secondly | hoped to

restore to health the civil liberties of the empire <then suffering under the malignant
power of a angry tyrant. Keeping these objects in view <l sought to accomplish the
one by thought «which is hidden from the eye «while the other I tried to rectify by
the power of military authority. For | was aware that «if | should succeed in
establishing <according to my hopes «a common harmony of sentiment among all
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the servants of God «the general course of affairs would also experience a change
corresponding to the pious desires of all.

(2.) So when | found that an intolerable spirit of mad folly had overcome the whole
of Africa «through the influence of those who with heedless frivolity had presumed

to divide the religion of the people into diverse sects <l was anxious to stop the course
of this disorder. After | had removed the common enemy of mankind [Licinius] who
had interposed his lawless sentence which prohibited your holy synods <l could

discover no other remedy equal to the occasion <except to send some of you
churchmen to aid in restoring mutual harmony among the disputants.

(3.) I naturally believed that you in the East would be the first to promote the
salvation of other nations since the power of Divine light and the law of sacred

worship «which proceeded in the first instance through the favor of God <from the

bosom «as it were «of the East <have illumined the world by their sacred radiance.
So | resolved with all energy of thought and diligence of enquiry to seek your aid.
As soon «as | had secured my decisive victory and unquestioned triumph over my

enemies «my first enquiry was concerning that object which | felt to be of paramount
interest and importance.

(4.) But <O glorious Providence of God! How deep a wound did not my ears only «
but my very heart receive when it was reported that divisions existed among
yourselves more grievous still than those which continued in that country [Africa «

I.e. the Donatist schism]! You <through whose aid | had hoped to procure a remedy
for the errors of others <are in a state which needs healing even more than theirs.
And yet <now that | have made a careful enquiry into the origin and foundation of

these differences I have found the cause to be of a truly insignificant character «and
quite unworthy of such fierce contention. | feel compelled to address you in this
letter <and to appeal at the same time to your unity and discernment. | call on Divine

Providence to assist me in the task «while | interrupt your dissension as a minister of
peace. (5.) I have hope for success: Even in a great disagreement | might expect with
the help of the higher Power <to be able without difficulty <by a judicious appeal to
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the pious feelings of those who hear me «to recall them to a better spirit. How can |

help but to expect a far easier and more speedy resolution of this difference «when

the cause which hinders general harmony of sentiment is intrinsically trifling and of
little importance?

(6.) I understand that the origin of the present controversy is this. When you «
Alexander «demanded of the priests what opinion they each maintained respecting a
certain passage in Scripture <or rather <l should say «that you asked them something
connected with an unprofitable question. You then <Arius <inconsiderately insisted

on what ought never to have been speculated about at all <or if pondered <should
have been buried in profound silence. Hence it was that a dissension arose between
you «fellowship was withdrawn <«and the holy people were rent into diverse factions «
no longer preserving the unity of the one body. (7.) And so | now ask you both to
show an equal degree of consideration for the other <and to receive the advice which
your fellow-servant impartially gives. What then is this advice? It was wrong in the
first instance to propose such questions as these <and also wrong to reply to them
when they were presented. (8.) For those points of discussion are not commanded
by the authority of any law <but are rather the product of an argumentative spirit
which is encouraged by the idle useless talk of leisure. Even though they may be
intended merely as an intellectual exercise <they ought certainly to be confined to

the region of our own thoughts «and not hastily produced in the popular assemblies «
nor unadvisedly entrusted to the ears of the general public. For how very few are
there able either accurately to comprehend <or adequately to explain subjects so

sublime and difficult to comprehend in their nature? Or «granting that one were fully

competent for this <how many people will he convince? Or again «who in dealing
with questions involving such subtle distinctions as these can be sure he is not
dangerously departing from the truth in some point? We ourselves may be unable «

through the weakness of our natural abilities <to give a clear explanation of the

subject before us <or «on the other hand <our hearers’ understanding may prevent
them from arriving at an accurate understanding of what we say. Lest that be the
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case «it is our obligation to be sparing with our words <so that neither of these
situations will cause the people to be reduced either to blasphemy or to schism.

(9.) Now forgive one another for both the careless question and the ill-considered
answer. The cause of your difference has not been any of the leading doctrines or

precepts of the Divine law «nor has any new heresy respecting the worship of God

arisen among you. You are really of one and the same judgment; and so it is fitting
for you to join in communion and fellowship. (10.) As long as you continue to

contend about these small and very insignificant questions «it is not fitting that so
large a portion of God’s people should be under the direction of your judgment «
since you are thus divided between yourselves. In my opinion «it is not merely
unbecoming <but positively evil <that such should be the case. Let me arouse your
minds by the following little illustration. You know that philosophers <though they
all adhere to one system <are yet frequently at issue on certain points «and differ «
perhaps «in their degree of knowledge. Yet they are brought back to harmony of
opinion by the uniting power of their common teachings. If this be true «is it not far

more reasonable that you «who are the ministers of the Supreme God «should be of
one mind in the profession of the same religion? Let us still more thoughtfully and
with closer attention examine what | have said <and see whether it be right: On the

ground of some trifling and foolish verbal difference between ourselves <should
brothers assume towards each other the attitude of enemies? Should the honorable
synod be torn in two by profane disunion <because of you who wrangle together on

points so trivial and altogether unessential? This is vulgar <and more characteristic

of childish ignorance <than consistent with the wisdom of priests and sensible men.
(11.) Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will from these temptations of the devil.
Our great God and our common Savior has granted us all the same light. Permit me «

who am his servant «to successfully bring my task to conclusion <under the direction
of his providence <that | may be enabled <through my exhortations «diligence <and
earnest warning <to recall his people to communion and fellowship. (12.) You have «
as | said <only one faith «and one opinion about our religion <and the Divine
commandment in all its parts imposes upon us all the duty of maintaining a spirit of
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peace. Because of this <you should not let the circumstance which has led to a slight

difference between you cause any division or schism among you «since it does not
affect the validity of the whole. (13.) | say this without in any way desiring to force
you to a complete unity of judgment in regard to this truly idle question «whatever

its real nature may be. For the dignity of your synod can be preserved <and the

communion of your whole body can be maintained unbroken <no matter how wide
a difference exists among you about unimportant matters. We are not all like-minded
on every subject «nor is there such a thing as one universal disposition and judgment.

(14.) As far <then «as regards Divine Providence clet there be one faith «and one
understanding among you <one united judgment concerning God. But as to your
subtle disputations on questions of little or no significance <though you may be
unable to harmonize in opinion «such differences should be confined to the your own
private minds and thoughts. And now «let the preciousness of common affection «
let faith in the truth <let the honor due to God and to the observance of his law remain

immovably among you. Resume your mutual feelings of friendship <love <and
respect. Restore to the people their customary embraces; and you yourselves purify
your souls <as it were «and once more acknowledge one another. For it often happens

that when a reconciliation is effected by the removal of the causes of hostility «
friendship becomes even sweeter than it was before.

(15.) Restore me then my quiet days «and untroubled nights <that the joy of
undimmed light <the delight of a tranquil life <may be my portion from here on.
Otherwise | will be forced to mourn with constant tears «and | will not be able to
pass the remainder of my days in peace. While the people of God «whose fellow-
servant | am «are so divided among themselves by an unreasonable and wicked spirit

of contention <how is it possible that | shall be able to maintain a tranquil mind? And
| will give you a proof how great my sorrow has been in this regard. Not long ago |
visited Nicomedia «and had intended to proceed immediately from that city to the

East. It was while | was hurrying towards you <and had already finished the greater
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part of the journey «that the news of this matter reversed my plan <so that | would

not be forced to see with my own eyes that which | felt myself scarcely able even to
hear. So open for me by your unity of judgment that road to the regions of the East

which your dissensions have closed to me <«and permit me speedily to see you and

all other peoples rejoicing together. Render due acknowledgment to God in the
language of praise and thanksgiving for the restoration of general peace and liberty
to all.

g ) CACEl) (o agasly AupuiSuy) Cabid paiSuly Guss¥ Cubaihaid G il
.@u.d\ A,).ul\ JJA e@ﬂj&

123



Emperor Constantine to Arius

Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 29 (=AW 1112 no. 33;
numbers CPG 2040)

Incipit Mot peEv €6nAwbn

Date 27" Nov. 327

Ancient source  |Socrates «Church History 1.25.7 (TLG)

Constantine the Great Augustus «to Arius.

It was made known to you in your stubbornness some time ago <that you might want
to come to our headquarters <so that perhaps you could enjoy the privilege of seeing
us. We are quite amazed that you did not do so immediately. Therefore <now board
a public (official) vehicle «and hasten to come to our court. This way <once you have
been in our company and obtained favor from us «<you may be able to return to your
own country. May God protect you <beloved.

Dated the twenty-seventh of November.
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Part of an edict against Arius and his followers

Reference

Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 33; AW 111? no. 28; CPG 2041
Numbers
Incipit ToUc movnpoUc kail AoePeic
Date 333
Ancient source ) . .
used Athanasius «Defense of the Nicene Definition 39 (TLG)
Modern edition|H.G. Opitz «Athanasius Werke «ol. 2.1 (Berlin: De Gruyter «
used 1940)
Other ancient

Greek sources

Socrates «Church History 1.9.30 and Gelasius «Church History
2.36.1

Ancient
sources

Syriac

2 manuscripts: Brit. Mus. Add. 14¢<528 and Vatican Borg. Syr.
82

Modern edition of
Syriac

Fredrich Schulthess “Die syrischen Kanones der Synoden von
Nicaea bis Chalcedon.” Abhandlungen der Koéniglichen

Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen «Philologisch-
Historische Klasse N.F. 10 <no. 2 (Berlin: Weidmannsche

Buchhandlung1908 «) pp. 1-2

125




(1.) The great and victorious Constantine Augustus to the bishops and laity:

Since Arius is an imitator of the wicked and the ungodly «it is only right that he should suffer
the same dishonor as they. Porphyry «who was hostile to anyone who feared God «composed a
book which transgressed against our religion «and has found a suitable reward: namely that he

has been disgraced from that time onward <his reputation is completely terrible <and his ungodly
writings have been destroyed. In the same way it seems appropriate that Arius and those of like
mind with Arius should from now on be called Porphyrians <so that their name is taken from

those whose ways they have imitated. (2.) In addition «if any writing composed by Arius should
be found «it should be handed over to the flames <so that not only will the wickedness of his
teaching be obliterated <but but nothing will be left even to remind anyone of him. And | hereby
make a public order <that if someone should be discovered to have hidden a writing composed
by Arius «and not to have immediately brought it forward and destroyed it by fire <his penalty
shall be death. As soon as he is discovered in this offense <he shall be submitted for capital
punishment.

And in another hand:

God will watch over you <beloved brothers.
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10.

11.

:datial) gl

The Chronicle of John Bishop of Nikiu <translated from Zotenberg’s
Ethipoic text by «printed by Williams and Norgate <London 1916

Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the
Sixth Century A.D. «with an Account of the Principal Sects and

Heresies. Author: Wace «Henry (1836-1924)
C.A.Scott <Encyclopedia of Religions and Ethics:

Albrecht Vogel <"Donatism<" Philip Schaff <ed. <Dictionary of
Biblical «Historical «Doctrinal «and Practical Theology3 «rd edn «Vol.

1. Toronto <New York & London: Funk & Wagnalls Company1894 «

The Oxford Encyclopaedic English Dictionary <1970 <London.

Encyclopedia Britannica

Catholic Encyclopaedia

John Davenport ¢An Apology for Muhammad and the Quran «
London 1869

Hubert Jedin <The Early Church <An Abridgement of history of the
Church «New York1993 «

Hyam Macoby <the Myth Maker <Paul and the invention of
Christianity <San Fransisco1986 «

Webster <the third international dictionary <USA 2002
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Arthur Fox <Michael Servitos <London1913«

AtauRahim <Jesus the Prophet of Islam (London1977 «
Sulayman lbrahim <The origin of the Bible<Capetown2008:
Franklin Steiner «The beliefs of our Presidents «Milwaukee1936 «
Jacob Burkhardt The age of Constantine the Great1852 «

John Toland «the Nazarenes1718 «

Professor Kurtz «The History of the church «Butler & Taner <London
1932

Dimitrios Kousulas The Life and age of Constantine the Great «

MD <(USA1997 «

R.P.C. Hanson (The search for the Christian Doctrine of God T&T
Clark <Edinburgh 1988

Maurice Wiles <Archetypal Heresy «Oxford 1996
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Berlin 1908
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